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Last year we began the practice of
distributing Star Gifts or Star Words.
This spiritual practice has been
around a long time, and has gained
popularity in Protestant circles for
several years. The idea is simple, but
its meaning and impact can be profound. Several of
you have shared your 2020 Star Word experiences
with me, and some even shared during worship this
past summer.
As part of our Epiphany celebration, we
remember the star the magi saw and followed. The
magi trusted the star would guide them on a Spirit
filled journey to the Christ child. In this Epiphany
season and throughout this next year I would like to
invite you on a Spirit filled journey to draw you
closer to the Divine guide by your star word. You
could think of your star word like an intention, an
invitation or even a challenge. Once you have
received your Star Word, place it somewhere you will
see it every day. Pray about the word. Think about
what it might mean for you. And look for the ways
your word expands in meaning for you throughout the
new year.
Be watching your email for more information
on how we will be distributing Star Words this year.
You will be receiving yours mid-January. I pray that
this spiritual practice will add spiritual depth and
meaning to your 2021.
Pastor Jenny

Prayer Concerns
For those who are ill, recovering, and
with on-going concerns:
Harry Barber
Eric
Ben Downard Family Member
Margie Lang
Jenn
Nancy Chickering
Dick Sheldrick
Joan Rooks
Julie Klingshirn
Bill Garrett
Diane
Harold Armitage
Paul Lindsay
Janet Mills
Ned Billings
Jim German
Bob Genson
Cindy Tyson
Chris Solon
Amanda Nettie

Our “shut in” members:
Bernetta Podolak
Donelda Sheldrick
John Schutzberg
All service men & women
in the military including:
Brett Green
Alex Laverde
Kyle Neumann
Chrys Nicholson

Back Bay Mission Staff
Those Affected by COVID-19
Health care personnel, first responders, essential workers
Those who have lost loved ones
Teachers Administrators, Support Staff and their families
School-aged students and college students

For Families and Friends of Deceased:
Doris Peoples
Jim Cornell

Mike Genson
George Nicholson

Please call or e-mail the church office to let us know of any new
prayer concerns and also when names can be removed. Thanks!

Haskins Community Church
209 W. Main St., P.O. Box 287
Haskins, OH 43525
Phone: 419/823-1972
www.haskinscommunitychurch.org
Follow us on Facebook!
Worship Services:
Online OnlySundays 10:00 a.m.
Available on Facebook live
and YouTube
Communion:
1st Sunday each month
(View service with your own)
Sunday School:
11:15 a.m. (Sept.-May)*
*On hold at this time

Jennifer Jackson, Pastor
cell: 419/260-9677
Jennysjackson@gmail.com
Hours made by appt.

Hayley Studer
Youth Director

cell: 419/340-2599
mhstuder08@gmail.com

Laura Meyer, Secretary
Office: 419/823-1972
hccoffice@frontier.com

Committee
Chairs

Annual Report
submissions are due
by Thurs., Jan. 7th.
Reports can be
emailed
to:
hccoffice@frontier.com

or dropped off at
the office.

Annual Reports
will be emailed
to church
members prior
to the meeting.

The Annual
Meeting is
January 24,
2020 via
ZOOM.
Meeting
ID:4198231972
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“The Works of God’s hands are faithful and just.”-Psalm 111
Life is a series of exclamations from “Oh No!” to “Help!” to “Oh
Yeah!” We can swing between disappointment, helplessness, and gratitude on a
daily basis. There are also seasons of our lives when we feel inundated with
more of one than the others. As we enter the new year, we had hoped we would
be past the “Oh No!” of the last several months. Instead, we find ourselves
with ongoing prayers for “Help!”. The Book of Psalms knows all about his.
Written over a span of time from exile and isolation , to the rebuilding of the
community, the poetry of the Psalms will accompany us in this series, reminding
us that through it all, we can trust and even give our thankful “Oh Yeah!”
because God is, indeed, holding our lives.
January 3
Worship: Second Sunday of Christmas
“God delivers the needy when they call.” -Psalm 72
Sermon: “These Lives are Precious”
We do not live in a land ruled by Kings, as the hearers of
our first Psalm of this series did. Nevertheless, the petitions of the
psalmist for justice, deliverance, defense of the poor and oppressed,
and peace for all peoples is an undergirding theme of our faith. We
are reminded that a just society is one that proclaims “these lives
are precious” and worthy of protection. God, indeed, is holding our
lives. Let this be our “epiphany” in this new year.
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January 10
Worship: Baptism of Our Lord
“My God gives strength to the people and blesses the people with peace.”
-Psalm 29
Sermon: “Awe and Wonder”
Strength and peace is the prayer of the Psalm this week.
The Psalmist says, “let me count the ways” that we can know
the strength of the Holy One. With awe and wonder we behold
the presence of God in all the elements of creation— water,
fire, air, earth. And it is this glory that assures us that God,
indeed, is holding our lives.

January 17
Worship: Second Sunday after Epiphany
“You have searched me and know me.” -Psalm 139
Sermon: “Where Can I Go? ”
This week’s Psalm text brings home this message: we are
in a an intimate relationship with God. There is nowhere we go
that God is not present— no state of our being that results in
our being abandoned. God has knit us together, has woven us,
knowing us from before our beginning. God, indeed, is holding
our lives.
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January 24
Worship: Third Sunday after Epiphany
“ God alone is my rock and salvation… I shall not be shaken.” -Psalm
62
Sermon: “In God Alone”
“My one and only!” So many songs have utilized this phrase
to express devoted love. This week we see that this tradition goes
back all the way to the poets of the psalm tradition. This is a love
psalm of trust in the Holy One and Only who is the rock and refuge
in the midst of life that sometimes feels as fleeting as breath. We put
our trust in the One who, indeed, is holding our lives.

January 31
Worship: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
“ The works of God’s hands are faithful and just.” -Psalm 11
Sermon: “Whole Heart Hallelujah”
One mode of poetry in the Psalms is all-out praise and
thanksgiving, such as the one for today. We also find praise even in
the Psalms of lament and complaint because “God is good all the
time and all the time God is good!” Life is not always good, but when
we engage in gratitude, we remember the evidence of God at work in
our lives and we remember that indeed, God is holding our lives, even
now.

O Love,
Grant the gift
Of the Christmas pause
Stilling the anxious
With a grace
That hovers lightly
While holding the world.
Stir your spirit
In the silent place
Where words fail
But songs strangely rise
In resistance to reigns
Of worldly power
Afraid of babes born
In the deep of night.
Let every impossibility
And improbability
Of a world made new
Be turned over
And over again
Until at last
Your new creation
Begins to take hold
In my heart
And in the heart
Of the world.
Yes O Love,
Pause everything
For this…
-From the DMLH,
UCC Heartland Conference Newsletter December 2020

PROPOSED 2021 USHER LIST
January: The Bennett Family
February: Jim Bostdorff & Margie Lang
March: Brett & Jill Green
April: Bill & Ruth Garrett
May: The Neil Genson Family
June: Dave & Betty Williams
July: Joe & Sharon McIntyre
August: Jeff & Julie Thomas
September: Loretta Wenig & Nancy Perry
October: Lynette Barber & Jackie Barber
November: Mark & Carole Garrett
December: Mark Jackson & Ben Jackson

If you would like to be removed from
the rotation, please email
hccoffice@frontier.com
Thanks!

Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts for many
of the children at Crossroad. We were able to
purchase several gifts for 8 children. Thanks also to
Matt & Hayley Studer for driving the gifts to the
Crossroad Facility in Fort Wayne. If you would like to
make further donations, you can go to their website at
www.crossroad-fwch.com.
Thanks to the Board of Christian Education members
for purchasing items to be placed in the Christmas
bags that HCC gave each child and youth this year.
Special thanks to Mary Pat Browne and Sue Rider for
packing the bags.
This past weekend, my family and I wrapped the gifts
for the children at Crossroad, and I wanted to reach
out and tell you how much we appreciate your
generous donations! I know that our children will have
a special Christmas in large part due to your willingness to bless them.
Liz Bergen, Development Director
Crossroad Child & Family Services

Thank you to Rod & Loretta Wenig for putting the
Nativity together outside the church. It was very much
appreciated.
Margie Lang
I want to thank everyone who sent me Get Well wishes
and calls since my surgery. It means so much to know
you have a wonderful church family. I am doing better
every day. Thanks to Pastor Jenny for her visit and
soup she brought me. God Bless you all and Very
Happy New Year.
Margie Lang

I wish to extend my thanks to all of you that supported Ruth with your prayers and the meals you provided
while I was in the hospital being treated for the
COVID-19 virus. I received over 50 get well cards,
many from church members. I wish to thank Pastor
Jenny for her constant support and providing updates
to you. I am currently becoming stronger each day.
Bill & Ruth Garrett

Thank you to Pastor Jenny, Mark, and the Board of
Christian Education for providing and delivering
special gift bags to the kids for Christmas! They were
so excited and loved everything. Thank you also for
providing such a fun time for them at the virtual
Christmas party. It was so appreciated!
Laura Meyer and family
It is a tremendous blessing to be the pastor of such a
caring and generous congregation, and I thank you
from the bottom of my heart for your generous
Christmas gift. I am humbled by your generous spirit.
Blessings to you and your families.
Pastor Jenny
I can't thank you all enough for your extremely
generous Christmas gift! I am absolutely overwhelmed
by your kindness. I feel SO truly blessed to have a job I
love and to be surrounded by such wonderful people.
Thank you again for thinking of me, and Merry
Christmas!
Laura Meyer
Thanks to Jeff Bennett for maintenance on the
elevator, and to Chuck Bostdorff, Rod & Loretta
Wenig, and Margie Lang for putting up the nativity.

 Care Notes: are available in













the Sanctuary for yourself, or
others that are in need of words
of encouragement.
Clean up & personal care
kits: needed to replenish stock
used in disaster areas. Flyers
are on the info table listing
items to put in the kits.
Compassion Fund: envelopes
marked Compassion Fund can
be placed in the offering plate.
Kroger Community Rewards:
Kroger Plus Cards (available at
Kroger service desks) can raise
funds for our Church when you
register your card at:
krogercommunityrewards.com.
Prayer Shawls: help crochet
or knit shawls. Info packets are
on the information table in the
sanctuary.
Otsego Food Pantry: Leave
non-perishable food, paper and
personal care products
downstairs behind the partition
on the north end. Monetary
donations can be placed in the
can on the info. table.
The Nest: Needed items
include: folded paper towels,
trash bags, disinfecting wipes,
paint, clay, baby food, gardening tools, Aldi or Amazon gift
cards. Donations can be left on
the table in the basement.

 Pop tabs for Ronald









McDonald House: Please
place pop tabs on the info.
table in the sanctuary.
Wood Lane: Greeting card
covers, Box Tops for Educ.
UPC’s and Campbell’s Soup
Label UPC’s. Place in the
drawers on the information
table in the sanctuary.
Recycle Items: Ink
cartridges; old cell phones
(delete personal info and contacts);
Digital cameras (3 mega pixels
or greater); MP3 players; and
GPS devices. Proceeds benefit
our Compassion Fund. Dropoff box downstairs.
Amazon Smile: 1. Instead of
shopping at Amazon.com, you
just go to smile.amazon.com
instead. 2. Enter Haskins
Community Church as your
organization of choice. 3.
Your account, user name,
everything stays the same.
Daisy Dishcloths: $2.00
each. Sales support
missions. See Ruth Garrett to
purchase.

(our weekly budget is $1,908.79

2nd Joci Sheldrick
3rd Bronson Young
4th Kate Winters
5th Erin Valentine
7th Peter Swanson
7th Hallei Leffler
8th Justin Dickey
8th Tyler Dickey
11th Chelsea Peterson
12th Ashley Brooks
13th James Genson
14th Jason Green
15th Melody Grosswiler
16th Hanna Bostdorff
16th Laura Genson Meyer
18th Peter Genson
18th Cathy Wenig
19th Brittany Buchanan
22nd Amanda Gadsby
23rd Dave Goodman
24th Jaxson Lee Dee Herman
25th Annette (Herman) Beck
26th Melissa Lang
28th Genson Meyer
28th Ben Hill
31st Janelle Brooks
31st David Genson

19th Brittanee/Tom Colston

December 6: Online
Total: $ 1,460.00
Envelopes $ 1,460.00
Loose
$ .00
December 13: Online
Total: $3,115.00
Envelopes $ 3,115.00
Loose
$ .00
December 20: Online
Total: $ 850.00
Envelopes $ 850.00
Loose
$ .00
December 27: Online
Total: $ 1,870.00
Envelopes $1,770.00
Loose
$100.00

